
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE

FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 WestlSth Street, Suite 3200
HELENA, MONTANA 59626

Ref: SMO

April 9, 2009

Ms. Valerie Nottingham. Chief,
Environmental Quality Branch
Division of Environmental Protection
Office of Research Facilities
National Institutes of Health, B 13/2S 11
9000 Rockville Pike
Bethesda, Maryland 20892

Re: CEQ 20090078: Final EIS for Rocky
Mountain Laboratories Master Plan

Dear Ms. Nottingham:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region VIII Montana Office has reviewed
the March 2009 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Rocky Mountatn
Laboratories (RML) Master Plan in accordance with our responsibilities under the ?satjonal
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.

The EPA appreciates receipt of responses in the FEIS to agency and public DEIS
comments. We acknowledge the inclusion of additional information and discussion regarding
environmental justice in the FEIS. as well as responses explaining that the National Institutes of
Health and Rocky Mountain Laboratory have extensive safety, security, hiosafetv and
biocontainnient proram and requirements that will be incorporated into existing programs and
systems under the Master Plan. We are pleased that safety and security audits are conducted
‘hi b i a ea internal I rd e vten1J1 inc ‘idin agenc as as the Ceite s for
Di.sease Controi, US. Dept. of A.g.r.icuiture and. Nucle.ar Regulatory Coni.missi.on. Safbty and
security issues area also addressed by the I.nstitutionai Biosafety Comm.ittee and Security
Operations Ad’‘0U Committee and in regul r meee1ng regarding general safet raaiation
saftv. and security and emergency response. This information resolves our concerns.
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The EPA appreciates the effort that vent into the preparation of this EIS. If you have any

questions please feel free to call Mr. Stephen Potts of my staff in Helena at 406-457-5022 or in

Mjsoula at 4t)6-329-33 13. We thank you br the opportunity to participate in the NEP.\

process.

Sincerely,

/ ,

John F. Wardell
Director
Montana Office

cc: Larry SvobodalConnie Collins, EPA, 8EPR-N, Denver


